118     HOW THE ROMANS CONQUERED BRITAIN
and the first people of whom we know anything in that part of the island which is called England were the "Welsh or Butons But we know veiy little of the times when the Welsh lived in Britain as their own land, before the Eomans conquered them
2   Theie are a great many strange stones told about their  history,  but nothing was written about these things till hundieds of years after the times when they were said to have happened Therefore we cannot really believe anything that is told us about them
3   The time when we fiist begin leally to know anything about Britain is between fifty and sixty years before the birth of our Lord Jesus Clnist At that time the greatest people in the woild were the Romans     These weie originally the people of the city of Rome in Italy
4   They could not build such fine temples, or carve such beautiful statues, or make such eloquent speeches and poems as the Greeks could, but they weie the best soldiers and the wisest law-makers that the woild evei saw     Thus they were able gradually to conquer, first all Italy, and then nearly all the world that they knew of, that is, all the countries round about the Mediterranean Sea
5   The people of Italy they gradually admitted to the same rjghts as themselves, so that at the